FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 17, 2020
Crisis Communication Team Press Update
As of today’s release, the Joint Crisis Communication Team (CCT) reports the following numbers:

Since yesterday’s release, we have had two newly-confirmed cases of COVID-19. Therefore,
our overall number is 166 confirmed COVID-19 cases in Macon County.
We encourage all community members to implement social distancing and face covering best
practices to limit the spread of COVID-19. People with COVID-19 have reported a wide range
of symptoms. If you experience symptoms of COVID-19 with which you are concerned, please
call your primary care physician first. Do not show up at a hospital emergency room or doctor’s
office unless it is a true emergency.
Individuals without a primary care physician can call:
•
•
•
•

DMH Medical Group: (217) 876-2856
HSHS Medical Group Patient Advocate: 844-520-8897
Crossing Healthcare: (217) 877-9117
SIU: (217) 872-3800

For COVID-19 screening, please call one of the following:
•
•
•

Crossing Healthcare: (217) 877-9117
HSHS St. Mary’s Hospital 24/7 COVID-19 Hotline: (217) 464-2966
HSHS Medical Group offers free virtual assessments for COVID-19 at
www.anytimecare.com.

Anyone entering healthcare facilities should be prepared to be screened before entering.

PSA: Fire Safety
About three out of five fire deaths happen in homes with no smoke alarms or working smoke
alarms. Smoke alarms are a key part of a home fire escape plan providing early warning
reducing your risk of dying in a fire. The National Fire Protection Association recommends you:
•

Install smoke alarms on every level of your home, inside bedrooms and outside
sleeping areas on the ceiling or high on the wall

•

Keep smoke alarms away from the kitchen, at least 10 feet from the stove, to reduce
false alarms

•

Use special alarms with strobe lights and bed shakers for people who are hard of
hearing or deaf

•

Test smoke alarms monthly

•

Replace batteries annually, and change the batteries in your carbon monoxide
detector at the same time

•

Replace smoke alarms that are 10 or more years old

###
For more information, please contact:
Krystle Tempel
Health Educator
Macon County Health Department
ktempel@maconchd.org

