FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 19, 2020
Crisis Communication Team Press Update
As of today’s release, the Joint Crisis Communication Team (CCT) reports the following numbers:

Since yesterday’s release, we have had two newly-confirmed cases of COVID-19. Therefore,
our overall number is 172 confirmed COVID-19 cases in Macon County.
We encourage all community members to implement social distancing and face covering best
practices to limit the spread of COVID-19. People with COVID-19 have reported a wide range
of symptoms. If you experience symptoms of COVID-19 with which you are concerned, please
call your primary care physician first. Do not show up at a hospital emergency room or doctor’s
office unless it is a true emergency.
Individuals without a primary care physician can call:
•
•
•
•

DMH Medical Group: (217) 876-2856
HSHS Medical Group Patient Advocate: 844-520-8897
Crossing Healthcare: (217) 877-9117
SIU: (217) 872-3800

For COVID-19 screening, please call one of the following:
•
•
•

Crossing Healthcare: (217) 877-9117
HSHS St. Mary’s Hospital 24/7 COVID-19 Hotline: (217) 464-2966
HSHS Medical Group offers free virtual assessments for COVID-19 at
www.anytimecare.com.

Anyone entering healthcare facilities should be prepared to be screened before entering.

PSA: Fire Safety – Escape Plan
MAKE AN ESCAPE PLAN
A home fire is reported every 88 seconds. Once the smoke alarm sounds, a fire can spread
quickly, leaving only a minute or two to escape. That's why it's so important to have a home
escape plan.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Start by drawing a map for your home and following these guidelines from the National
Fire Protection Association (NFPA)
Plan two ways to escape from each room
Make sure all doors and windows leading outside open easily
Identify secondary routes – a window onto an adjacent roof or a collapsible ladder from
upper-story windows
If you live in a multi-story building, plan to use the stairs – never the elevator
Designate an outside meeting place a safe distance from the house where everyone
should meet

NOW PRACTICE YOUR HOME FIRE ESCAPE PLAN
The National Fire Protection Association indicates that 71% of Americans have a home fire
escape plan but only 47% have practiced it. Practice your fire drill with everyone in the house
at night and during the day, twice a year.

Remember to:
•
•
•
•
•

Practice getting out with your eyes closed, crawling low to the floor and keeping your
mouth covered
Practice closing doors behind you
Practice how to “stop, drop and roll” if your clothes catch on fire
Practice testing door handles to see if they are hot before opening them
Teach children never to hide during a fire, and how to escape on their own in case you
can’t help them
###
For more information, please contact:
Meagan Bowers
Health Educator
Macon County Health Department
mbowers@maconchd.org

