FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 21, 2020
Crisis Communication Team Press Update
As of today’s release, the Joint Crisis Communication Team (CCT) reports the following numbers:

Since yesterday’s release, we have had five newly-confirmed cases of COVID-19. Therefore,
our overall number is 179 confirmed COVID-19 cases in Macon County.
We encourage all community members to implement social distancing and face covering best
practices to limit the spread of COVID-19. People with COVID-19 have reported a wide range
of symptoms. If you experience symptoms of COVID-19 with which you are concerned, please
call your primary care physician first. Do not show up at a hospital emergency room or doctor’s
office unless it is a true emergency.
Individuals without a primary care physician can call:
•
•
•
•

DMH Medical Group: (217) 876-2856
HSHS Medical Group Patient Advocate: 844-520-8897
Crossing Healthcare: (217) 877-9117
SIU: (217) 872-3800

For COVID-19 screening, please call one of the following:
•
•
•

Crossing Healthcare: (217) 877-9117
HSHS St. Mary’s Hospital 24/7 COVID-19 Hotline: (217) 464-2966
HSHS Medical Group offers free virtual assessments for COVID-19 at
www.anytimecare.com.

Anyone entering healthcare facilities should be prepared to be screened before entering.

PSA: Grill Safety
Practicing grill safety is a must to prevent injuries and fires. With seven out of ten adults
owning a grill or smoker, many people are preparing tasty meals. Follow the tips below to help
reduce injuries and fires.
SAFETY TIPS
•
•
•
•
•
•

Propane and charcoal BBQ grills should only be used outdoors.
The grill should be placed well away from the home, deck railings, and out from under
eaves and overhanging branches.
Keep children and pets at least three feet away from the grill.
Keep your grill clean by removing grease or fat buildup from the grills and in trays below
the grill.
Never leave your grill unattended.
Always make sure your gas grill lid is open before lighting it.

CHARCOAL GRILLS
•
•
•

There are several ways to get the charcoal ready to use. Charcoal chimney starters
allow you to start the charcoal using newspaper as a fuel.
IF you use starter fluid, use only charcoal starter fluid. Never add charcoal fluid or any
other flammable liquids to the fire.
Keep charcoal fluid out of the reach of children and away from heat sources.

•
•

There are also electric charcoal starters, which do not use fire. Be sure to use an
extension cord for outdoor use.
When you are finished grilling, let the coals completely cool before disposing in a metal
container.
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