FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 4, 2020
COVID-19 Joint Press Communication Update
The Joint Crisis Communication Team (CCT) is announcing, in addition to the four previouslyconfirmed COVID-19 cases, that two more Macon County residents have tested positive for COVID19. The first patient is a female in her 50s who is in isolation in her home. The second patient is a
female in her 20s who is in isolation in her home.
At the time of this press release, the CCT is reporting that*:
•
•
•

there are six confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Macon County;
sixty-one tests have been completed in Macon County, with four positive test results, forty-two
negative test results and fifteen test results pending; and
twenty-five Macon County residents have been tested outside of Macon County, with two
positive test results and twenty-three negative test results.

*Note: There is also a possibility that a provider has submitted and/or will submit a test to a private
lab and the MCHD may not be notified, therefore unable to track that submission. If a private lab test
is confirmed positive, the MCHD would be notified at that time.
Upon notification of these positive cases, the MCHD immediately started contact tracing following
Illinois Department of Public Health protocol and guidance. Contacts have been/will be notified and
provided with appropriate direction. We now know that COVID-19 is in our community. Because
testing is not widely available to the general public, it is imperative that community members,
whether feeling ill or well, implement social distancing best practices to limit the spread and
contraction of COVID-19. This means staying home and away from as many people as possible as
often as possible.
If you experience symptoms such as fever, cough, and shortness of breath, do not present at a
hospital emergency room or doctor’s office immediately unless it is a true emergency. Please first call
your primary care physician. If you do not have a primary care physician in place at this time, you
may call DMH Medical Group at (217) 876-2856, Crossing Healthcare at (217) 877-9117 or SIU at
(217) 872-3800. HSHS Medical Group Family Medicine Forsyth is operating a regional respiratory
hub. Their hours are 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through Friday, and Saturday 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Please
call your primary care provider if you have any questions. Memorial Health System is operating a
respiratory screening clinic at its DMH Express Care East location to screen people for the COVID-19
virus. The clinic at 4455 U.S. Route 36 East will operate seven days a week from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

People coming to the respiratory clinic should call (217) 876-1200 before they arrive. Patients and
visitors to healthcare facilities should be prepared to be screened before entering.

Daily PSA: CDC Guidance on the Use of Face Coverings
The CDC recommends wearing cloth face coverings in public settings where other social distancing
measures are difficult to maintain (e.g., grocery stores and pharmacies), especially in areas of
significant community-based transmission. CDC also advises the use of simple cloth face coverings
to slow the spread of the virus and help people who may have the virus and do not know it from
transmitting it to others. Cloth face coverings fashioned from household items or made at home from
common materials at low cost can be used as an additional, voluntary public health measure.
Cloth face coverings should fit snugly but comfortably against the side of the face; be secured with
ties or ear loops; include multiple layers of fabric; allow for breathing without restriction; and be able
to be laundered and machine dried without damage or change to shape.
The cloth face coverings recommended are not surgical masks or N-95 respirators. Those are
critical supplies that must continue to be reserved for healthcare workers and other medical first
responders, as recommended by current CDC guidance.
Cloth face coverings should not be placed on young children under age 2, anyone who has trouble
breathing, or is unconscious, incapacitated or otherwise unable to remove the mask without
assistance.
Face coverings should be routinely washed in the washing machine depending on the frequency of
use. Individuals should be careful not to touch their eyes, nose, and mouth when removing their face
covering and wash hands immediately after removing.
For more information on cloth face coverings, including how to make “sew” and “no sew” options,
please visit https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-facecoverings.html.
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